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of carrying the metals into the Sacred City. It was also
feared that the presence of infidels in the vicinity of the
scene of the Prophet's nativity, despite their mission, pos-
sibly might inflame religious prejudices. Consequently
Meissner Pasha handed over the reins to his first lieutenant
Muktar Bey, the accomplished Turkish engineer who had
assisted him loyally in the operations up to this point.
Similarly, all but AInhommedan workmen were withdrawn
from the railhead. The Ottoman engineer, fired with his
former chief's enthusiasm and energy, pushed forward at
tip-top pressure, and the blast of the railway-whistle was
heard among the mosques and palms of the Sacred City for
the first time early in August, HjoH,
The railway is up-to-date in every respect. The carriages
are of the corridor type, and the pilgrim who has suffered
the rigours of the wearisome overland journey can appre-
ciate the luxury, ease and comfort of the Pullman car.
The locomotives are also powerful creations of the engine-
builder's craft. Owing to the difficulties attending the
supply of water and fuel along the line, the engines are
equipped with abnormal facilities in this direction, the
largest and most powerful types carrying 4000 gallons of
water. The stations are substantial in character, being
built of stone, so as to offer defiance to Arabs, who cannot
stifle the desire to raid now and again. At Damascus
extensive works, covering an area of 13,000 square feet,
have been laid clown for carrying out repairs to engines
and rolling-stock, the workshops being fitted with the most
tip-to-date time- and labour-saving machinery.
When Medina was brought into touch with Damascus,
and the widespread advantages presented by the railway
became appreciated, it was decided to push the line to
Mecca, 300 miles distant* Muktar Bey was detailed to
control these operations, and, establishing a subsidiary basei
at Medina, he proceeded with the extension without delay.
Unfortunately, on this final division the native tribes broke
into hostility once more, and resumed their brigand tactics1
with renewed courage* On one occasion they completely11';